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station in Vizianagaram district of Andhra Pradesh on Sunday. AN

A.P. train crash toll rises to 14;
‘signal jump’ suspected cause

The Hindu Bureau
KANTAKAPALLI (A.P.)

The death toll in the train
accident near Kantakapalli
station in Vizianagaram
district of Andhra Pradesh
rose to 4, and the number
of injured has gone up to
38, according to officials
who apprised Chief Minis-
ter Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
of the tragedy when he met
the victims at a hospital in
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Vizianagaram on Monday.
Railway officials, however,
put the toll at 13 and the in-
jured at 30.

Railway officials prima-
rily suspected that the
Rayagada passenger train
overshooting the signal
was the main cause of the
fatal accident that oc-
curred on the Chennai-
Howrah main line.

Divisional Railway Man-
ager (DRM) Saurabh Pra-

: € ta s ‘
Toppled and mangled: Rescue operations under way following the train accident near Kantakapalli

sad, who was monitoring
the relief and rescue opera-
tions, told The Hindu on
Monday: “The Palasa pas-
senger train was going on
the middle line and is said
to have slowed down. In
the meantime, the Rayaga-
da passenger train over-
shot the signal and hit it
from behind.”
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A.P. train accident
death toll rises to 14

Mr. Prasad added that, in the impact, three coach-
es of the Palasa passenger, and the locomotive
and two coaches of the Rayagada passenger were
badly damaged and overturned and thrown be-
side the track.

“The data logger, speed recorder, and other re-
cords have been seized. A full-fledged inguiry is
being conducted to arrive at the exact canse of the
accident,” he said.

‘No KAVACH'

“The KAVACH system is not available on both
these trains,” the DRM said in response to a query.
Experts say that if the anti-collision KAVACH sys-
tem was in place it could have helped avoid the
accident.

“In the past, a train used to be given the green
signal when the train ahead crossed the station.
Now, a train behind is being given the green sig-
nal, barely after the one ahead crosses 500 m. The
speed in the section was also increased from 90
kmph to 120 kmph, and all these factors could
have played a part in the accident,” said a railway
source. “As it was a Sunday, the two trains were
less crowded. Had it been a weekday, there would
be more employees and students, and the toll
could have been much higher,” the source added.

The railway sources expressed doubts about
the theory that the loco pilot had jumped the sig-
nal, and said it could be a fault in the signalling
system.

Speaking to The Hindu, a senior officer of the
Waltair Railway Division said a train signal was
said to have “overshot™ (technically known as “Sig-
nal Passing at Danger’ or SPAD) when the loco pi-
lot ignores the red signal (danger) to stop the
train.
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SC puts Maharashtra
Speaker on deadline
over defection pleas

Narwekar told to decide disqualification petitions in“Sena versus Sena’

dispute by Dec. 31, and against NCP's Ajic Pawar faction by Jan 31, 2024

Krishnadas Ra
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Monday direct-

ed Maharashtra As-
sembly Speaker Rahul Nar-
wekar to decide
disqualification petitions
filed under the Tenth Sche-
dule (anti-defection law) of
the Constitution against
the Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde camp in the Shiv
Sena dispute by December
31, 2023,

A three-judge Bench led
by Chief Justice [UY. Chan-
drachud  ordered  the
Speaker, in his capacity as
a tribunal under the Tenth
Schedule, to decide the
disqualification petitions
against the breakaway fac-
tion headed by Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar in
the MNationalist Congress
Party (NCP) dispute by Ja-
nuary 31, 2024,

“So we are giving the
Speaker two months to de-
cide the disqualihcation
petitions in the Shiv Sena
case and a month more in
the MNationalist Congress
Party case. That is fair. It is
reasonable time,” Chief
Justice Chandrachud ad-
dressed the lawyers on

Power play

fecent judgmaents in which the SC dealt with the power of
Speakers under the Tenth Schedule:

B [ii Keishaim Meghshandia
Sngh versus Marspur Speaker
{20009, & three-judge Bench led
Ery Justice RLF. Mareman said
Speakers should decide
disquali fication petiticrs
within & maximum
three manths unless
thare are *mreptional
circumstances®

bath sides.

The Chief Justice said
the need to hind the Speak-
er to deadlines had come
after piving him repeated
opportunities o conclude
the disqualification
proceedings.

The court took matters
into its hands after the Se-
cretary, Maharashtra Le-
pislative Assembly Secreta-
riat, filed an affidavit that
the Speaker could only de-
cide by February 29, 2024,

Before election

“We do not want this to
creep into the next elec-
tion schedule... The pro-
ceedings cannot wrangle
on until the next elections
are announced. This has to
come to an end within a

| this Karrstabs MLAS'
disqualification case (2019, &

fixed date,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud responded
firmly to the affidavit dur-
ing the hearing.

He noted that a Consti-
tution Bench had directed
the Speaker in May to con-
dude and pronounce the
final orders in the Shiv Se-
na case. “ur Constitution
Bench judpment was in
May 2023. The incident
[Shiv Sena split] happened
in 20227 Chief Justice
Chandrachud pointed out
the delay.

There are 34 disqualifi-
cation petitions pending
before the Speaker in the
Shiv Sena case and nine in
the NCF matter.
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SC puts Maharashtra
Speaker on deadline

Solictor-General Tushar Mehta urged the court to
give the Speaker time till January 31, 2023, taking
into account the intervening Deepavali holidays
and the Assembly’s shift to Nagpur for the 15-day
‘Winter Session in December.

Senior advocates Kapil Sibal and AM. Singhwi,
appearing for the Uddhay Thackeray and Sharad
Pawar loyalist camps which were part of the Maha
Vikas Aphadi government overthrown by the Ek-
nath Shinde-BJP alliance in the State, said any am-
biguity in the deadline or any further delay would
“subvert the anti-defection proceedings™.

Mr. Singhvi said the court ought to take into
consideration the past months that the Speaker
had to decide the case.

Chiet Justice Chandrachud made it clear in the
order that “procedural wranglings™ should not
delay the Tenth Schedule hearings in both cases.

In an earlier hearing in October, the court had
slammed Mr. Narwekar for reducing the anti-de-
tection proceedings to a “charade”, saying that he
cannot “merrily” defer hearings and has to decide
before the next elections.

The Speaker had disregarded the court's order
on September 18 to prepare a schedule to com-
plete the disqualification proceedings under the
Tenth Schedule against the Shinde camp. The
Bench had at the time given Mr. Narwekar a week
to prepare the timeline and submit it in court.
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Lost voice
India should have made effors fora
consensus on the Gaea vobe st the L
l nclias has excplained its decision to abstain a

last week's vobe at the UN General Ass=mbly

(UNGA) for a ceasefire in the lsaelPalestine
conflict as its way of protesting the omission of
amy “explicit condemmation”™ of the heinouws Oc-
tober 7 terror attack by Hamos milftants on lsrel.
India’s principled stand on terrorism, which the
Deputy Permanent Representative io the UN ar-
ticulated, canmot be questioned. However, the
death ol is rising and the need for ghobal solidar-
ity to stop the violence is imperative, a task that
New Delhi, with its traditionally balanced pos-
tiom o0 thee iseue, and its recent G-30 role in bridg-
ing global divides, would have been well suited to
play. Every other country in the neighbourhood,
in the extended BRICS grouping and much of the
developing world, was part of the 130 countries
that vorbesd For thee UNGA resahution on Friday. Re-
gardless of its reasoming, Kew Dethihad other op-
tioms which it overlooked or ignored. The: resalu-
tian at the emergency special session entitled
“Protection of drilians and upholding legal and
humanitarian ohigations" does include a par-
graph “condemning all scts of violence admed at
Palestinian and lsraeli dwilians, incuding all acts
of termorism and indiscriminate attacks™. India
coukd have plaved a prominent diplomatic role
with countries proposing the resohution © en-
sure clerer mention of the Ociober 7 attacks, in-
duding during Prime Minister Marendra Modi's
recent comversatiom with Jardan's King Abdullah
hin Al Hussein about the conflict. India’s header-
ship of such an amendment may have fared bet-
ter than the Canadian propusal that failed to se-
ure twothinks of the UNGA membership
present. Altermatively, India could have voted for
the mobion, while recording i its Explanation of
Vote (EoV) that it regretted the omissons of the
specific references to the October 7 attacks,
which is what France did. In its EoV, India did not
fisel name Hamas for the terror attacks, nor has
it 5o far designaved Hamas as a terror growp, lea-
ing some doubt abouwt the explict mentions thai
New Dethi had wanted. On the other haned, if In-
dian wanted bo comey a strong line on fghting ter-
rarism, it could have woted against the resolution,
allang with the L5, the LLE. and [srael.

India’s abstention indicates a shift in the Modi
governmeent’s stand, seeking a ‘safe’ position,
rather than taking a stand on the violence in Is-
rael and Palestine. This is a departure from In-
dia’s UNGA vobe in 308 that called for el to
cease “exoessive foroe” in retalistory strikes on
Gzt thee Eimme, and is more in line with fis dec-
sion to abstain on votes at the UN in 3021 on reso-
hutions critical of Russia's war in Ulkraine. The go-
vernment kost an opportumity o make India's
vaioe heard in the growing geopalitical conflict.
Abstaining on a matter of global imponance
without making efforts to firge 2 consensus is out
af sync with a desire to be the voice of the Global
Sowth, or for 2 seat at the global high table.
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